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CITY OF ISSAQUAH 

Economic Vitality Commission 
SUMMARY MINUTES 

  
February 15th, 2017 

       
City Hall Northwest       1775 12th Avenue NW 
Pickering Room       Issaquah, WA 98027 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT  
Karl Leigh, Chair  
Derek Doke  
Jeff Howlett 
Ethan Stiles 
Kristi Tripple, Vice Chair 
Laura Millikan 

STAFF PRESENT 
Jen Davis Hayes, Economic Development Manager 
Andrea Snyder, Economic Development Manager 
Keith Niven, Economic & Dev Services Director 
Candy Baer, Economic Development Specialist 

  

 
CALL TO ORDER 
LEIGH called the meeting to order at 5:39 PM.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  January 18th, 2017  
MOVED BY DOKE, SECONDED BY TRIPPLE that minutes of the Economic Vitality Commission 
meeting on January 18th, 2017 be approved as presented. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT 
Davis Hayes stated that staff met and interviewed three different firms and selected Spectrum 
Development.  The project public benefits includes ¼ acre plaza, 10,000 sq. ft nonprofit office space 
and 2000 sf assisted living.  There will be an ask for the multi-family tax exemption to provide 
additional workforce housing units. 
 
MORATORIUM UPDATE 
Niven stated that we have issued request for Proposals for Architectural & Urban Design and a 
Proposal for Parking. 
 
Niven in regards to the Housing Strategy – Staff has spent time discussing strategies with ARCH. 
 
District Visions – The first business and property owner focus group is tomorrow and the second one 
is scheduled for next Wednesday.   
 
Mixed Use: Land and Shore presentation is March 2nd. 
 
INTERVIEW PROCESS 
Davis Hayes announced that we have about 8 applications so far with 4 open seats.  Interviews will 
be scheduled soon. 
  
STREETSCAPE UPDATE 
Snyder gave the Commissioners an update on the streetscape plan, she explained about the plan and 
the recommendation proposed.  See below slides. 
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Snyder continued stating that we are hoping for 
Council Adoption in April.   
 
STILES suggested that the City should utilize 
the Creek Crossings as highlighted areas of 
interest.    

 
DOWNTOWN ISSAQUAH ASSOCIATION JOINT MEETING 
Davis Hayes stated that the Joint Meeting between the Downtown Issaquah Association and the 
Economic Vitality Commission will be at 5:30 on March 15TH. 
  
AUDIENCE COMMENTS 
None. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
JOB FAIR – Baer announced that the date for this year’s Job Fair.  It will be on May 2nd from 2 – 5 
p.m. at the Pickering Barn. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
With no further business to conduct, LEIGH adjourned the meeting at 6:57 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Candy Baer 
Recording Secretary 
 
These minutes are a brief summary of the Economic Vitality Commission meeting. For more information 
or clarification, please contact the Economic Development Department at 425-837-3444. 
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