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CITY OF ISSAQUAH 
City Council Committee-of-the-Whole – Special Meeting 

9:00 AM 
March 1, 2025 

MINUTES 

Rainier Room, Issaquah School 
District Administration Building, 
5150 220th Ave SE, Issaquah, 

WA 98029  
 
COUNCIL AND ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL PRESENT 
   

 

Councilmembers:  
Barbara de Michele 
Zach Hall 
Kelly Jiang 
Russell Joe 
Tola Marts 
Chris Reh 
Lindsey Walsh 

Administration/Staff:  
Mary Lou Pauly, Mayor (Arrived at 9:20 AM) 
Wally Bobkiewicz, City Administrator 
Andrea Snyder, Deputy City Administrator 
Tisha Gieser, City Clerk 
Autumn Monahan, Administrative Services 
Director 
Thomas Rush, Communications Manager 
Gillian Straub, Management Analyst 
  

 
CITY COUNCIL RETREAT 
 

 
Council President Walsh called the meeting to order at 9:06 AM. 

 
a) Welcome  
  
 Council President Walsh acknowledged that it was the first day of Ramadan. 
 
b) Public Comment – None. 
 
 
c) Getting to Know Each Other 
  

Councilmembers went around their room sharing regional committees they serve on, focus areas 
of interest and priority issues. 

 
d) Administration Update 
 Presented by: 

Mayor Pauly 
City Administrator Bobkiewicz 
 
The City Council took a five minute break. 

 
e) Communications Discussion 
  

This item was introduced by Council President Walsh. The City Council then brainstormed the 
following questions: 
• What are the City’s communications issues? 
• What are our successes? 
 
Notes taken from this discussion are included in Exhibit 1. 
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A presentation on the City’s communications initiatives was then provided by Autumn Monahan, 
Administrative Services Director, and Thomas Rush, Communications Manager. 

 
**Lunch** 

 
 
f) Strategic Plan Priority Setting 
  

Prioritize Potential Actions 
City Councilmembers listed two potential actions for each of the five goal areas in the Strategic 
Plan as their priority for 2025. 

 
Notes taken from this discussion are included in Exhibit 2. 
 
Prioritize Objectives 
City Councilmembers placed five dots to indicate their priorities across the 22 listed objectives in 
the Strategic Plan. 
 
Notes taken from this discussion are included in Exhibit 3. 
 
City Administrator Bobkiewicz summarized that the top two objectives were: 

1. The City is prepared for understood risks inherent in our geographic location and 
increasingly complex world and ensures the resilience of its residents before, during, and 
following an emergency. 

2. Public safety resources meet our diverse community needs. 
 

 
Three objectives were tied for third place: 

• Establish a vision for Issaquah’s future Sound Transit Light Rail Station and surrounding 
environs that prioritizes community needs and input. 

• There is an increase in new and retention of existing businesses that choose to locate 
and expand in Issaquah, especially those with wage levels that enable workers to also 
live in the community. 

• Housing affordability better meets the needs of individuals and families across the 
income spectrum to live and work in the community. 

g) Public Comment 
 
 The following public comment was provided: 
 

Connie Marsh, resident, expressed concern with not having enough time to digest information 
before being asked to weigh in. She encouraged the Council to engage people differently and go 
to neighborhoods. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 2:14 PM.  
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Lindsey Walsh, Council President Tisha Gieser, City Clerk 
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